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slaves   and   vagabond    monks    flocked   to   the standard.     Augustine   tells   many   a   story   of Catholic delinquents evading the discipline of the Church by joining the Donatists, and of women who thus escaped from marital control ; in one letter (No. 35) he tells of a deacon, suspended for improper behaviour at a certain nunnery, immediately passing over to the Circumcellions with two of the nuns.    At a word from one of their bishops these  wild  hordes would   spread   into a  district, and fill it with revolting outrages.     They would pour vinegar and salt-water down the throats of the Catholic clergy^ put  lime in  their eyes, and sometimes  cudgel  them  to  death.     They would seize their churches, wash and scrape the walls and floors,  burn  the  wooden  altars,  sell   the   sacred vessels in the open market—to be bought generally by sordidte mulieres, says  Optatus—and  cast the consecrated elements to the dogs.     They would force  the laity to receive Donatist baptism, and see that they were faithful to their new profession. They would harness wealthy Cascilianists to their own chariots, turn respectable patresfamilias into millers' asses, put rush tunics on priests and daub them with mud, burn and plunder houses, destroy debtors' tablets, and commit a thousand outrages.                                                  •ver cups and a quantity of vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
